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On most occasions, Y amaguchi wore dark traditional Japanese  

Samurai Warrior. To most, and I was no exception, he had become a 
legend in his own lifetime.  

 
where I would take a train on the Chuo Line to Korakuen and the  
JKA dōjō.  

and sat down. I remember staring at the floor as I went through the 
moves of the Kata Bassai-Dai (To Storm a Fortress) in my mind. 

Sitting in front of me, only a few feet away, in all his glory, was  
the resplendent figure of Gogen Y amaguchi — The Cat!  
 I reacted by going into a state of shock, to which he gave me a  

 
 

 

 
 
 
s a young man during my year’s of training in Australia, I 

about 
Gogen Yamaguchi, the celebrated leader of Gōjū  
Ryu Karate and a man known to most as simply, ‘The Cat’. 
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