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Masatoshi Nakayama  

artist and a disciple of change.  
 

New kicking techniques were introduced, as was a new Dan  
 

practice. In addition he presided over the international expansion of  
Shōtōkan Karate.  

Tight organisation within Japan and an enlightened mixture of con-
trol and autonomy for overseas JKA branches, resulted in the phenom-
enal growth of Shōtōkan until it became a major player on the interna-
tional stage.  

At the same time, it also reflected an essential division of labour  
within the JKA. Hidetaka Nishiyama for instance settled in the 

International Olympic Committee to have Karate accepted as an  
Olympic sport.  

 
organisation of Shōtōkan will always be seen as Nakayama’s  
abiding legacy. Time will reveal what a master of diplomacy and  
balance he was, in addition to his mastery of Karate.  
 His open-mindedness has always influenced his martial arts  

 

 
 
 

 
Master of the Japan Karate Association (JKA), who 
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